
The Charbonneau Family

Biographical sketches of Sacagawea’s husband, Toussaint Charbonneau, and their son, Jean Baptiste 
Charbonneau may be found in many of the other resource materials listed for Sacagawea; see for example 
Hebard’s SACAJAWEA: A GUIDE AND INTERPRETER or Howard’s SACAJAWEA, and the listing, 
FICTION. 

Anderson, Irving W. A CHARBONNEAU FAMILY PORTRAIT: BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF 
SACAGAWEA, JEAN BAPTISTE, AND TOUSSAINT CHARBONNEAU. Astoria: Fort Clatsop Historical 
Association, 1992. Originally written in 1980. Remains one of the most accurate and comprehensive biographies 
of all three members of the Charbonneau family. Illustrations, bibliography. Lacks footnotes/endnotes. May be 
purchased from Fort Clatsop Historical Association at http://www.nps.gov/focl/catalog.htm. 

“J.B. Charbonneau, Son of Sacagawea.” OREGON HISTORICAL QUARTERLY, 71, no. 3 [September 
1970] :246-64. Sound, carefully researched biographical sketch of young Charbonneau, based on primary 
documentation [journals, newspapers, letters]. Thoughtful analysis of two conflicting stories re: his death. 
Detailed footnotes provide additional information and resources for obscure materials. Illustrations.
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